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Columbarium Dedication Reflection, Rev. Matt Steinhauer 

 

In his book The End of Words, Duke Divinity School professor, Richard Lischer, quotes 

novelist Karen Blixen (who wrote the novel Out of Africa). She writes: “Any sorrow can be 

borne if a story can be told about it.” Today we are gathered here to dedicate this 

Columbarium--this place where part of the story of a person’s life will be told and 

remembered. The stories we tell are as varied as the lives we remember of those who are (and 

will be) inurned here. But there is one common thread in the stories of death that we share. 

 

I didn’t particularly plan on this dedication happening this First Sunday in Lent. The 

Bishop’s schedule had more to do with it than anything else. I certainly didn’t plan on our 

congregation’s 35th Anniversary happening in Lent. I bet not a single person had the foresight 

35 years ago to consider: “Hey, have you all thought that 25 years from now--50 years from 

now--100 years from now (when we really need to be saying “ALLELUIA!” to celebrate an 

anniversary of our organizing) it might be LENT?  We need to celebrate today. We need to 

sing “For All The Saints” when we dedicate a Columbarium but it is LENT and there is not 

just ONE Alleluia in that hymn but 14! 

 

The stories we tell are as varied as the lives we remember of those who are (and will be) 

inurned here.  But there is one common thread in the stories of death that we share. 

That common thread is HOPE in the resurrection. That hope is held in tension with the 

reality of our mortality. It is why I think The First Sunday In Lent is the perfect day to 

dedicate this Columbarium as well as to celebrate a milestone in the life of this congregation. 

We just told the story to each other five days ago “Remember that you are dust, and to dust 

you shall return.” 

 

But we believe because of the work of God through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 

death will not have the final word. And that fountain on the south end of this memorial space 

will hopefully remind us we are connected to that belief through our baptism into the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Theologian Anna Madsen says that:“Even putting a date in 

the calendar is an act of hope and a defiance of death: I will make it in this world long 

enough to show up on that future day at that very time.” 

 

And here we are today, a small congregation (which a dozen years ago was on life support), 

dedicating something that publicly claims the hope of our being here many years from now 

to continue telling the story of God’s amazing grace to a world in need of that very message. 

If that is not an act of hope and a defiance of death I don’t know what is!. 

 

When we gather here, every time from this day forward, to put our loved ones to their final 

rest, or to come and sit in this beautiful spot to listen to God, or to gather here for worship 

may we do those things always remembering: “once upon a time, God sent a savior for all 

time—for us. And that savior promises us: “I will come again and will take you to myself, so 

that where I am, there you may be also.” (John 14:3b NRSV). 

THE END 

Amen 


