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Brokenhearted 
A reading from Ps 34:17-18 

 
17 The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them; 
    he delivers them from all their troubles. 
18 The LORD is close to the brokenhearted 
    and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 
 
I was prepared to preach on the gospel text this week. I had already begin crafting my sermon 
and was going to talk about waiting and what God shows us in the process of waiting. Then 
Tuesday the news of this shooting in Uvalde, Texas came. I thought of my 16-year-old who had 
to go to school the next day. I thought about my 18-year-old who just came home from her first 
year in college and how I would feel to ever get a call to say… and by Wednesday morning the 
radio outlets, social media, our staff devotional all surrounded this tragedy. I was already in my 
feelings about what had happen a week prior in Buffalo….. I couldn’t help but to rethink my 
sermon and what it is I want to say this week and what it is we need to hear.  

 
To say we need laws changed and gun reform seems too easy. It seems ingenuine to talk about 
gun control, the lobbies or any of that. We know the right thing to do, but somehow it fails us. 
We know that guns in the hands of the wrong people is dangerous. Let me be clear, my goal is 
not left or right, red or blue. It is victim after victim, innocence after innocence, injustice after in 
justice, child after child, school after school, church after church, and even grocery stores. 

 
How is it that in places where we should feel the safest, we now have to outfit those places with 
metal detector, armed guards and security measures like we are at the airport. I don’t want to go 
to church and go through a metal detector. I don’t want my children to go to school with armed 
guards standing outside like it is a prison. I want the violence and senseless killing to stop. 
 
I’m not trying to be idealistic or romanticize the reality, but it is enough already. I have been 
seeing through my social media lots of memes that says prayers and thought aren’t enough we 
need laws changed and tougher consequences…While I agree to a point, I also always believe 
we deeply need prayer and we deeply need God. Our country needs God. 

 
Today, I offer more of a reflection than a sermon. I want to say that no matter how difficult your 
day is, no matter how hard life may be for you right now. No matter the pain, the turmoil, the 
tragedy, God is near. It is in the midst of broken hearts, God can bring new life. It is the suffering 
we find that Christ is everything we need in crisis.  



I sense that the country is yet again reeling from a national tragedy involving innocent children. I 
know that people are angry and upset and everything in between. God is not silent about these 
matters or issues, he speaks to us today and says, son, daughter, friend, beloved. Even amid 
terrible pain, I’m here with you. Just as he was in the fire with the Hebrew boys, he is here with 
us. Just as he showed up for Daniel in the lions den, he will show up for you. Just as he has done 
some many times before, he will do the same for us today. God is present 

  
David writes this Psalms as he is hiding in a cave from Saul. He is a fugitive with no where to go 
and yet, he finds trust the sovereignty of God that hold him together. He is gathered there with 
other men hiding out and is able to pen these thoughts for us today. He recognized that his crew 
was tired, his crew had had it all, that his crew was in a place being brokenhearted….Spurgeon 
says this,  “Broken hearts think God is far away, when he is really most near to them; their eyes 
are holden so that they see not their best friend. Indeed, he is with them, and in them, but they 
know it not.”  

 
Beloved, perhaps I don’t have words or language to change how you feel. I don’t have a wand to 
wave to undue the travesties in this world. All I have to hold onto deeply in my life is in 
moments when my heart is broken, the Lord is richly with me. In places where your heart is 
broken, where the world cries out, when we are outraged, God is with us. He will never leave us 
nor forsake. I encourage you to know God is near. God is with the parents who grieve, those who 
are friends of victim of violence, those who perpetrate crimes. God is with you…..Amen 
 
A moment of prayer for the senseless violence and loss of life at Robb Elementary School in 
Uvalde, Texas:  
God, giver of life, you intend for humans to live together in peace. In this time of grief over gun 
violence, we pray for your presence among us. That, trusting in your mighty and gentle healing, 
we may live in hope, we pray: 
make us instruments of your peace. 
God of resurrection, we remember before you those who have died, children, teachers and staff 
of Robb Elementary School, in Uvalde, Texas. We commend them to your eternal love. Grant 
healing and wholeness to the survivors who are wounded or traumatized, and restore all whose 
spirits are maimed by such violence. That we may serve as your arms of care to those in distress, 
we pray: 
make us instruments of your peace. 
God of true might and redemptive mercy, receive our prayers, and grant us to become your 
instruments of peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
These prayer portions are taken from the Prayer for Lamenting Gun Violence in the hymnal 
supplement All Creation Sings, pg. 107. 
 


