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Prelude: "Mein gläubiges Herze" (My faithful heart)[1]  

Alan Boda & Jonathon Hawbecker (thanks Redeemer, Atlanta), J. S. Bach 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Refreshed by the resurrection life 

we share in Christ, 

let us give thanks for the gift of 

baptism. 

 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We thank you, risen Christ, 

for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to 

joy. 

 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit 

comes to us in the grace-filled waters of 

rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, 

like streams that revive our souls, 

like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

 

Second Sunday of Easter 

April 11,2021 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Also_hat_Gott_die_Welt_geliebt,_BWV_68#cite_note-Dellal-1
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Breathe your peace on your church when we 

hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we 

share your life. 

Make us one, risen Christ. 

 

 

Cleanse our hearts. 

Shower us with life. 

To you be given all praise, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Gathering Song 

 

Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

A Kyrie may be sung or spoken. 

 

Kyrie eleison,  

On our world and on our way. 

Kyrie eleison, every day!  

 

For peace in the world,  

for the health of the church, 

for the unity of all; 

for this holy house,  

for all who worship and praise,  

let us pray to the Lord,  

let us pray to the Lord.  

 

Kyrie eleison,  
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On our world and on our way. 

Kyrie eleison, every day!  

 

That we may live out your 

 impassioned response  

to the hungry and the poor;  

That we may live out  

truth and justice and grace,  

let us pray to the Lord,  

let us pray to the Lord.  

 

Kyrie eleison,  

On our world and on our way. 

Kyrie eleison, every day!  

 

For peace in our hearts, 

for peace in our homes,  

for friends and family;  

for life and for love,  

for our work in our play,  

let us pray to the Lord,  

let us pray to the Lord.  

Kyrie eleison,  

On our world and on our way. 

Kyrie eleison, every day!  

 

For your spirit to guide;  

that you center our lives  

in the water and the word;  

that you nourish our souls  

with your body and blood,  

let us pray to the Lord,  

let us pray to the Lord.  

 

Kyrie eleison,  

On our world and on our way. 

Kyrie eleison, every day!  

 

Kyrie eleison,  

On our world and on our way. 
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Kyrie eleison, every day!  

 

Glory to God 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

Response after the prayer: Amen. 

 

Word –  

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, with joy we 

celebrate the day of our Lord’s 

resurrection.  

By the grace of Christ among us, 

enable us to show the power of 

the resurrection in all that we say 

and do, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and 
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reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

First Reading: Acts 4:32-35 

A reading from Acts 

 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no 

one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was 

held in common.   

 
33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.  

 
34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or 

houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 

 

 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.  

 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

 

Psalm: Psalm 133 

 

 1How good and how pleasant it is, 

  when kindred live together in unity! 

 

 2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing 

down upon the beard, 

  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing 

down upon the collar of his robe. R 

 

 3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing 

down upon the hills of Zion. 

  For there the Lord has commanded the 

blessing: life for  evermore. R 
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Second Reading: 1 John 1:1--2:2 

A reading from 1st John 

1We declare to you what was from the 

beginning, what we have heard, what 

we have seen with our eyes, what we 

have looked at and touched with our 

hands, concerning the word of life—
2this life was revealed, and we have 

seen it and testify to it, and declare to 

you the eternal life that was with the 

Father and was revealed to us—3we 

declare to you what we have seen and 

heard so that you also may have 

fellowship with us; and truly our 

fellowship is with the Father and with 

his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing 

these things so that our joy may be 

complete. 

  5This is the message we have heard 

from him and proclaim to you, that 

God is light and in him there is no 

darkness at all. 6If we say that we have 

fellowship with him while we are 

walking in darkness, we lie and do not 

do what is true; 7but if we walk in the 

light as he himself is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and 

the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us 

from all sin. 8If we say that we have no 

sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he 

who is faithful and just will forgive us 

our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 10If we say that we 

have not sinned, we make him a liar, 

and his word is not in us. 
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 2:1My little children, I am writing 

these things to you so that you may not 

sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 

the righteous; 2and he is the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours 

only but also for the sins of the whole 

world. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to 

God! 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

Gospel: John 20:19-31 

 

 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th Chapter 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 

house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he 

showed them his hands and his side.  

Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said 

this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they 

are retained.” 

 

  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 

when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 
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he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger 

in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

 

  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 

them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 

hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.”  

 
28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you 

believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have come to believe.” 

 

  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life 

in his name. 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 

 

Sermon 

Rev. Patti Axel 

Assist. to the Bishop 

Director of Evangelical Mission 

 

 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

Hymn of the Day 
 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
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the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 

and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was 

buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the 

scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no 

end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father  

and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic church. 
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We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. 

 

We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 
 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

Prayers of Intercession 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion, using the following pattern or 

another appropriate form. 

The assembly may be invited into prayer with these or similar words. 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in 

need, and all of God’s creation. 

 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers 

before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

God of love, you anoint your church with grace.  

Unite the whole church on earth, so that with one heart and soul,  

it testifies to and declares the eternal life revealed in Christ Jesus,  

for the sake of the whole world’s joy being made complete.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

 

You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, 

refresh your creation.  

Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to parched land. 

Unite the collective will of all humanity to discover and practice lifestyles that 

protect rather than harm the earth. Give your whole creation the promise of new 

life.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Your son is the advocate for the whole world. Raise up among the nations, 

advocates who will speak and act on behalf of those whose voices are not heard. 

Guide all in authority, to shepherd their peoples in the ways of love and peace. 

Breathe your Holy Spirit on all people.  

Turn us away from our impulses of rivalry, hatred, and violence.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

You place a spirit of sharing within the heart of the church.  

Give us the power of your generous spirit to provide for the needs of others,  

especially those suffering from any kind of loss due to the pandemic. 

Announce your peace to those who are lonely, hurting, suffering, hungry, or afraid.  

Bring healing and comfort to all who are sick, and those who give them aid;  

to all who grieve, and to those who care for them;  

to all who are dying, and those who accompany them.  

Receive our prayer for those we name before you now. 

 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community: from our congregations, 

to our Southeastern Synod, to our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  

Bathe our life together in the hope of the risen Christ. Radiate your love to and through our 

Bishops, Elizabeth and Kevin; our pastors and deacons, and all congregational leaders; so 

that we live in love for one another and our joy may be complete.  

 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance,  

we recall the lives and gifts of all the ones who have witnessed to the truth of life  

in Christ Jesus, and now live in endless joy. Unite us with them in resurrection hope.  

 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
In the hope of new life in Christ, the Advocate for the whole world,  

we hold our prayers before you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Peace 
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The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen 

Christ. 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may 

say Peace be with you or similar words. 

Offering 

Our Offerings 

From God’s Abundance 

Rev. Karen Boda 

Assist. to the Bishop 

for Congregational Life 

 

An offering may be gathered, or opportunity for such a collection may be made 

available before or after the service. Assembly song or other music may 

accompany or follow the gathering of the offering. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer is prayed by all. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Sending 

Blessing 
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The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 

one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Sending Song 
A sending song may be sung. 

Dismissal 
The assembly may be sent into mission. 

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast 

to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; 

support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, 

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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