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The Southeastern Synod is made up of 148 congregations and new starts across Alabama, Georgia, Mississip-
pi, and Tennessee.  As one of 65 synods in the ELCA, we are called to be the hands and feet of Jesus in the 
communities that we serve.  Together we extend our ministry and our reach around the country and around 
the world.   

A synod is not just the synod office and its staff which is co-located with St. John's Lutheran Church in Atlanta, 
GA.  The Southeastern Synod is everyone in all of our congregations.  We embrace what ELCA Presiding Bish-
op Elizabeth Eaton has said about who we are:  We are church.  We are Lutheran.  We are church togeth-
er.  We are church for the sake of the world. 

The Southeastern Synod's highest legislative body is its annual Synod Assembly.  Between assemblies it is 
governed by the Synod Council.  The synod is served by Bishop Kevin L. Strickland and a synod staff. 

Beyond the work of these bodies and the synod staff, our ministry is carried out by numerous 
committees and task forces and in cooperation with our many ministry partners.  We are grateful for our min-
istry partnerships and for the countless volunteers who share their time and their resources.   
We could not be church without deep relationships.  
 
Our shared ministry is funded through mission support (also referred to as benevolence).  Mission support is 
received in the synod office from our congregations.  As a partner in the ELCA, we share 50% of mission sup-
port receipts with the ELCA to fund ministries that we could never do alone.  Learn more about mission sup-
port here.   

As the symbol on our homepage indicates, we are proud to be a Reconciling in Christ Synod. 

Bishop Kevin Strickland 
Cover Art by Sue Tyler 

Artwork on page 23 from Illustrated Ministry  

Used with Permission 
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Matthew 24:36-44 

“For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to 

the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and 

took them all away.” As Jesus speaks in this scripture we are told that we would not know the time or day 

when He will come back. Not even He knows but only the Father knows. We must stay awake and vigilant. 

Prepare to be ready when He comes back. But what about helping others to be prepared for when Jesus 

comes back? Noah in the flood follow instruction and no one else was vigilant to what was happening 

around them. The signs are there, but no one saw them. Just as when there is a stop sign in an intersection, 

but most of us ignore it and don’t fully stop, we do a rolling stop and keep going. The sign is there, but unless 

there is someone there to bring full attention to it, we wont fully stop. Sometimes we, including clergy, need 

someone else to help us fully stop for us see the signs and be aware of what is happening around us. As the 

Advent season is here, the signs of God made flesh are everywhere, but yet most miss it because of work, 

relationships, life, or just trying to survive in a world that is unfair with racism, homophobia, and neglect of 

those most vulnerable in our communities. We are awake, waiting and preparing for the coming of He who 

has given us the most beautiful gift that anyone could ever give. His life for yours. Why would you or anyone 

keep it to themselves? Why would YOU not share this amazing news with everyone? If you take the time to 

share a good sale at department store, why not share Jesus crucified and risen for EVERYONE to EVERYONE 

in the world? Don’t keep this amazing news all to yourself. Go and share it as if it was the best sale you have 

ever seen in a department store. You might be the one person bringing attention to others that need the 

good news of Christ in their life.  

Prayer 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.   

By your merciful protection save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins, and enlight-

en our walk in the way of your salvation, for 

you live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

Pastor Marie Kane 
St. James Lutheran Church 
Brunswick, GA 
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Genesis 8:1-19 

Have you ever considered what Noah’s life and mission were like? How he started building that huge boat 

while living in a sunny, dry place. How he was derided and belittled by his neighbors and friends. How he was 

proved right, but oh, what a cost! Did the screams for help and salvation haunt his dreams for the rest of his 

life? And yet, in these verses from Genesis, we are shown the time of calming, of reaching out to the world 

as it had become. Noah needed to know the conditions outside the boat. It often takes repeated attempts 

before the good news can be shared and made known. To go and tell means getting off the smelly boat that 

has kept us safe in the worst storms and bringing the news of that amazing salvation to others experiencing 

storms in their lives, screaming for help and salvation. Go and tell!  

Prayer 

God of freedom, you rescue your people from slavery in Egypt. Make us workers for justice and peace in our 

homes, communities, and the world, Amen  

 

Pastor LaVonne Johnson 

Living Word Lutheran Church—Arlington TN and 

Epiphany Lutheran Church—Collierville, TN 
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Genesis 9:1-17 
I’m mindful that our Biblical text contains the rainbow or “Noahide” covenant given by God to Noah, his   
family and his descendants (v9) but it doesn’t stop there. It has also referred to by modern Jewish folks as 
the “Path of the Righteous Gentile” and our lesson repeatedly states that this covenant established by God 
doesn’t just include human beings, but “every living creature on earth.” That obviously includes our animals, 
livestock; even and especially our pets. These and earlier verses have come to be understood as a broad  
prohibition against animal cruelty that applies equally to everyone. I think one of the things that people have 
the least tolerance for is seeing cruelty done to animals. That’s because in many cases they are pets,          
defenseless, and totally dependent on our care. It is in Proverbs that we are reminded “The godly care for 
their animals, but the wicked are always cruel.” (12:10) I believe that can resonate with us all and help us 
more fully understand the loving nature of our Creator who has always been our merciful and caring God. 
This is our same Lord who loves us so much that God sent Jesus to earth to be born human for us and for our 
salvation and of whom Joel proclaimed: “Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow 
to anger, and abounding in steadfast love” (2:13). As we enter the season of Advent as a period of expecta-
tion and waiting, it is this message that can carry and call us to “Go Tell it on the Mountain” over the hills and 
everywhere. Shalom  

 

Prayer 
Holy God, you keep your promises to your people. You remember your covenant with us and every living   
creature. Give us confidence to embrace each day through your steadfast love and faithfulness for us. Amen  
 

Pastor Rick Johnson 
Jerusalem and St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Rincon, GA 
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John 1:35-42 

From time to time when I was a child, my godfather used to take me fishing. He planned well for each trip. 

We had fishing poles, chairs and of course live worms which always gave me a fright. We’d bait our hooks 

and we’d sit in our chairs for a while. Occasionally we’d experience the thrill of catching a little something. 

Inevitably though, my favorite part of each trip took place when we walked around to see what others 

caught. I was usually a couple of steps ahead of my godfather as I snuck a peek of what each fisherman had 

in their bucket. “Come and see,” I’d beckon my godfather with delight. I wanted him to experience what I’d 

seen. Then, we would go and tell. We would spread the good news of the catch of the day to those we came 

across. In our Gospel reading for today, we watch as two disciples ask Jesus where he is staying. In response, 

Jesus invites them to “come and see.” After the two men follow Jesus for a day, one of them appears to be 

so excited that it seems he could hardly wait to “go and tell” his brother and bring him to Jesus. When I was 

a child walking around the fishing pier, I didn’t think twice about running to see or going to tell. It was all a 

part of the journey. It was actually the most exciting part! This Advent Season, may we journey towards the 

manger with the zeal of a child looking for the catch of the day. Daily, may we live out the desire to “come 

and see,” the Good News of the love and grace of God. Then, may we embrace our freedom in Christ to “go 

and tell,” to share the Good News of the love and grace of God for all people.  

Prayer 

Good and gracious God, We give you thanks for this season of journeying towards your light. With the zeal of 

a child, give us the courage to invite others to “come and see.” Led by your love and grace guide us as we 

seek to “go and tell.” In the name of Jesus, the light of the world we pray, Amen.  

 

Pastor Katie Christie 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

Lilburn, GA 
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Isaiah 4:2-6 

On that day – if you’re like me, you want to know when “that day” will actually be. But then we remember 

that we have already seen one such day, when Jesus was born. And, yet, during this Season of Advent, we 

await once more the celebration of that glorious day and the day when Jesus will come again and complete 

the fulfillment of this scripture. On that day, the Lord will be fully and visibly present, just like the way God 

was present to and with the people during the Exodus – on that day, God’s people will experience the true 

peace that comes from living under the Lord’s sheltering protection – on that day, the world will be made 

right, as God intended it to be all along – on that day … In the meantime – or this in between time of the   

already and not yet – we wait. But this does not mean that we sit passively by as events of this world go on 

around us. Instead, we wait as active participants in the inbreaking of God’s Kingdom, as disciples and     

evangelists of the hope that is found in God’s Word. We wait as sharers of God’s love for all people and all of 

creation – the love that became incarnate and lived among us in the person of Jesus. We wait as watchers 

for that love incarnate to come among us again. Yes, the waiting can be hard, but the promise is sure. And 

so, we “Go Tell It on the Mountain,” sharing our faith and our joy with the world that waits with us.  

Prayer 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the 

time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 

immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 
Pastor Lynne O’Shea 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Savannah, GA 
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1 Thessalonians 1:2-10 

This lesson is part of Isaiah one. The Assyrians are besieging Jerusalem and the other walled cities around 

them have already fallen. Yet, despite the siege, the rulers, the priests and the other prophets continue in 

their corruption and ways of greed and injustice. In the middle of all this hopelessness and mayhem Isaiah 

drops these words of Grace, “20Though the Lord may give you the bread of adversity and the water of      

affliction, yet your Teacher will not hide himself any more, but your eyes shall see your Teacher. 21And when 

you turn to the right or when you turn to the left, your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is the 

way; walk in it.” Perhaps this is a word of encouragement for our time as well. In adversity and peace, in   

devastation and surplus, if we look, if we help each other listen and see, and perhaps know the presence of 

God, what better way is there to meet people where they are. We are all welcomed into the community of 

God where whatever comes may be faced together in faith and hope and doubt and uncertainty. God is    

always right here, right now. We can ignore, we can push away, we can deny, but we cannot stop God from 

being here. Even when Babylon destroys Jerusalem and the Temple and takes the conquered people off into 

captivity and slavery, the presence of God could not be stopped. In the midst of today’s crazy chaos and fear 

and unknown, God is here.  

Prayer 

All creation is filled with the sound of your breathing, Giver of Life. The seed, the soil, and the rain breathe 

together. The earth is fruitful. We gather at the table overflowing with the bread of life. You are always with 

us in everything. Amen  
 

Pastor Craig Storlie, Retired 

Member of St. John’s Lutheran 

Atlanta, GA 
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John 1:19-28 

The sense of hearing is particularly attuned to different forms of life on the planet. For example, elephants 

can hear each other from 4km-10km (about 6.21 mi) away but also can hear infrasonic sounds that humans 

cannot perceive. We all know dogs can hear more than twice the upper frequencies that we can (up to 

25000 HZ higher) which is why we do not hear dog whistles. Dolphins, whales and bats use Sonar and echo-

location while snakes hear through bone conduction. Many animals have their own hearing super-power 

which is essential to the ability to communicate and survive. This is also true with people. The human         

auditory super-power is not about frequency or sensitivity, rather it is about the ability to hear the voice   

crying in the wilderness. “Come,” the voice calls, “come to the arms of Jesus and find rest, peace, and        

purpose. Come and find Grace, come and be loved.” That voice must be ours, brothers and sisters! It is our 

task to be the Christian voice inviting all others to come to the Cross. Our voice must sometimes be soft, 

sometimes loud, and we may think no one will hear us, but they will. When we speak, the Holy Spirit will 

open the right ears at the right time. Be the voice that others may hear.  

Prayer 

O Most Gracious Lord, we are thankful for every time your voice speaks to us. We pray that we might have 

the 'ears to listen' and that you would give us the wisdom, endurance and capability to bring the wounded 

and the needy to your Love and Grace. Amen.  

 
Minister Toni McSorley 

St. James Lutheran Church 

Greeneville, TN 
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Matthew 3:1-12 

One of the most important events in any life occurs when you realize that there needs to be a refreshing in 

your life. In the bustle of daily living, we often lose sight of Christ in our lives. Whether the realization is im-

mediate or more slowly perceived, this refreshing is a recognition of the need for the presence of the Holy 

Spirit in our lives. Often, we see this Spirit as a part of the triune God, but do we recognize the impact that its   

presence has in our daily lives? John the Baptist understood the power of the Holy Spirit. His message to his 

audience was that a baptism that was promised and of a magnitude they did not know was coming; coming 

in the one of whom Isaiah spoke; a stump of Jesse, Christ Jesus. It is important that we prepare ourselves for 

its renewal and in that Spirit be baptized and receive a renewal of our own spirits. In this season of Advent, 

we repent, turn ourselves around and prepare to revel in the presence of the Holy Spirit of God. It is God’s 

promise, God’s gift. Prepare yourself. Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 

Prayer 

We thank you, Oh Christ for the this time of renewal. May we bear the fruit of repentance and leads lives full 

of the fire of your Spirit. Amen  

 
Pastor Beverly Brown-Shaw 

Lutheran Church of the Atonement 

Atlanta, GA 
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Psalm 21 

“For the king trusts in the Lord, and through the steadfast love of the Most High he shall not be moved.” v.7 

(NRSV) The book of Psalms falls into the category of Hebrew poetry, and part of its beauty comes from its 

literary structure. In Psalm 21, you can see how the structure of the poem is formed by the different verb 

tenses used: Present -Past - Present - Future – Present. This Psalm is attributed to David. Knowing his back-

ground can help us in our understanding of this poem. What do we know about the king’s past? David had 

been persecuted and on the run from people who wanted to kill him. He fought many battles. He faced      

defeat and shame. There were times that David had felt alone and discouraged. As King David remembers 

the past (verses 3-6) and anticipates the future (verses 8-12), what does the king do in the present? Take 

special notice of the first verse, the middle verse, and the last verse. • Verse 1: In your strength the king     

rejoices, O Lord, and in your help how greatly he exults! (NRSV) • Verse 7: For the king trusts in the Lord, and 

through the steadfast love of the Most High he shall not be moved. (NRSV) • Verse 13: Be exalted, O Lord, in 

your strength! We will sing and praise your power. (NRSV) Advent is about hope and expectation. As we     

remember what God has done in the past, we wait with hope and expectation for what God will do in the 

future. And at the beginning, in the middle, and at the end of our daily trials, may we always remember to 

trust and celebrate, give thanks and praise for the steadfast, unfailing love of God.  

Prayer 

Gracious God, your steadfast love endures forever. As we watch and wait for messiah amidst all the turmoil 

of this world, may our remembrance of all that you’ve done in the past help us to move confidently into your 

future. In Jesus name. Amen  

 
Pastor Andrew Seibert 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Oakwood, GA 
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Isaiah 41:14-20 

Our text from Isaiah is a message of reassurance and protection. The Jews are approaching the final days of 

their exile in Babylon and the message from the prophet is that God, “the Holy One of Israel,” is their         

Redeemer and will redeem them and take care of their every need. In this Advent season, this message rings 

true for us as well as “the Holy One of Israel” sent Jesus Christ to redeem us and take care of our every need. 

By the suffering, death, resurrection, and ascension, of Jesus Christ, we have been redeemed! And as verse 

20 states, “that they may see and know, may consider and understand together, that the hand of the Lord 

has done this, the Holy One of Israel has created it,” we do know that it is the hand of God that has             

redeemed us. So during this Advent season may we prepare our hearts and minds for the celebration of the 

birth of our Savior and Redeemer, Jesus Christ!  

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, Holy One of Israel, fill us with your Holy Spirit as we prepare our hearts and minds for the 

celebration of the birth of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, and Redeemer. We thank You for the gift of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ and Your blessing of reassurance, protection, and redemption.  

 
Pastor Wilma Garing 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Garden City, GA 
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Isaiah 35:3-7 

“A Starry, Starry Night” Genesis 15:1-8 What a scene it must have been when God came to Abram, took him 

by the hand and showed him all the stars of heaven and promised anew that the descendants of Abram and 

Sarai would be greater than what Abram could even begin to count. A most convincing display it most cer-

tainly was. Abram believed and the Lord “reckoned it to him as righteousness!” So it goes with us as well and 

the coming of our righteousness in this season of God’s coming down to be Immanuel – God with us – in the 

flesh. One of those stars in the heavens that night was none other than God’s Son, our Savior, Jesus! Did 

Abram know it? Not exactly. But he believed God’s word and promise, and it was righteousness to him and 

for him then and there. So it is with us in these days of waiting and active preparation for the coming of Jesus 

among us. As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus at Bethlehem, we look forward as well to his coming 

again to take us, with him, back to heaven. In this in between time, as we wait like Abram and Sarai before 

us, we celebrate Immanuel – God with us – here and now and all that it means for us and our righteousness. 

You see, we too, were one of those stars that Abram struggled to count on that night long ago. We, like     

Jesus, our brother, are descendants of Abram and Sarai as well. As we believe, it is reckoned to us as right-

eousness, and we are blessed to be a blessing to others in this season of hope, promise, peace and joy! May 

it ever be so among us! AMEN!  

Prayer 

Gracious God, our Immanuel – God with us – we thank you for your gift of righteousness come in the birth of 

your Son, Jesus, among us. As we actively wait in this season of your coming to us, may we be faithful in   

sharing the gifts of hope, joy,  peace and love that you continue to share with us so abundantly. In the name 

of our Savior, Jesus, who comes, AMEN!  

 
Pastor Richard Mueller 

Holy Trinity LC 

Daphne, AL 
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Psalm 146 

Take a breath... a long deep breath As you breathe in, embrace this phrase - Let all that I am praise the Lord. 

On your exhale... I will praise the Lord as long as I live. The closer we get to Christmas the busier and more 

self-absorbed our days can become and ironically take us away from giving our attention to God. We can   

become jaded to the bell ringers, food collectors, angel trees, and endless toy donations. We look past those 

who are different, we get upset with those who choose to say "seasons greetings" instead of Merry        

Christmas, and we have a never-ending list of must-dos. Take a breath... Let all that I am praise the Lord.    

Jesus shows us that God is with us always, no matter our circumstances. We become a light of hope for 

those around us when we live our lives in praise and thanksgiving to God. Sit with this Psalm today; maybe 

read it in a different translation... What is speaking to you? What do you notice about God's nature?  

Prayer 

Creator God, We give you thanks and praise for this day. Fill our hearts with a joy that only comes from you. 

Help us to see the hope of your love in all those we encounter and encourage us to be the love of Christ in the 

world. Amen  

 

Ms. Sue Tyler 

Southeastern Synod 

Atlanta, GA 
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Ruth 4:13-17, Psalm 146:5-10, 2 Peter 3:11-18 
On first reading, it is difficult to see why these three readings are grouped together. The passage from Ruth 

finishes the story of Ruth and Naomi and establishes for the reader the lineage of David. The verses from 

Psalms reminds us that God is in charge and His ways are often beyond our understanding but that we 

should understand that He has our best interests at heart. The selection from 2 Peter exhorts us to work    

daily to become more Christlike in anticipation of the end of this world and the coming of the next. And yet, 

there is a thread here. And that thread is that, from where we stand life can be a confused, painful, ugly 

mess. Ruth and Naomi are homeless, widowed and hungry. And Ruth is basically a refugee when she follows 

Naomi home to Bethlehem. The bit of Psalms tells us human experts are clueless and that expecting any   

projects we might be involved in to persevere after our death is misguided. 2 Peter gives a fairly graphic and 

terrifying picture of the end of the world, with galaxies imploding and the very elements melting away. But, 

to quote the late-night sales schemes, Wait! There's more! Psalm 146 specifically states that we can put our 

faith in the Lord, that He will never fail. He has the interests of the stranger, the widow and the orphan at 

heart and will feed the hungry and defend the wronged. Boaz is moved to redeem Ruth (you can read about 

that process at the beginning of Chapter 4) and make her and her mother-in-law his responsibility, The   

women of Bethlehem make it very clear who they believe to be the force behind this happy ending. Blessed 

be God! He didn’t leave you without family to carry on your life. May this baby grow up to be famous in     

Israel!  (Verses 14 and 15. The Message) And 2 Peter explains to the reader that although the present world 

will pass away at some time, the people of Christ, those who have kept the faith, will experience the new 

heaven and the new earth. We look around at our life and times and we see so much wrong with the world. 

People are hurting, hungry and homeless and we are overwhelmed by the magnitude of the injustice of it all. 

(As an aside here: Nadia Bolz-Weber wrote an amazing piece in 2021 called “If you can't take in anymore, 

there is a reason.” If you are sometimes just awash with the immensity of all that is wrong and how you    

cannot possibly react appropriately to every individual injustice, I highly recommend it. End of aside.) But, as 

the psalmist says He is the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them— he remains faithful 

forever. 7 He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry. The Lord sets          prisoners 

free, 8 the Lord gives sight to the blind, the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down, the Lord loves the right-

eous. 9 The Lord watches over the foreigner and sustains the fatherless and the widow, Amen.  

Prayer 
God, you create the earth and seas and all the creepy crawly things 

too. You give food to the hungry and hear the cry of the oppressed. 

You give sight to the blind and sustain immigrants, orphans, and those 

with no home. Give us the wisdom to discern your work in this world 

and guide us with your Spirit so that we may participate in your new 

creations.  

 

Ms. Vickie Horst 

All Welcome Lutheran Worship—Tifton, GA 
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Luke 3:1-18 

December brings a lot of activity to prepare for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. There is shopping and   

baking and decorating at home and a lot of planning and energy for worship services to come to life in our 

churches. So, in the midst of the busyness of December, we are given the gift of Advent. We are given the 

gift of time to sit with God’s word and let everything else fade away for just a brief moment. So close your 

eyes, be still, and take a few moments to breathe deep and let the word of God come to you. “The word of 

God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness” (Luke 3:2b). This is what God’s word does – God’s 

Word comes to us. God’s word comes to us through Holy Scripture, silence, prayer, and songs of praise and 

thanksgiving. The Psalms teach us that when we give thanks to God, God is present with us. Giving thanks 

brings God into our consciousness. God’s word comes to us through the waters of Holy Baptism and the food 

of Holy Communion. God’s word comes to us through the love of family and friends and sometimes perfect 

strangers, because angels do walk us among us (Hebrews 13:2). For those of us who feel we are alone during 

this time of year, remember God is always with us. This is a daily prayer of thanksgiving, because for the first 

time in my life, I will not share this season with my mother. She entered eternal life in September, and even 

though God is always with us, I feel a particular sense of being lost in this world. Where once I always had a 

heart and home to go to, now I cling evermore to God.  

Prayer 

Dear God, We thank you for the gift of time during this Advent season to experience your word coming to us. 

We thank you for this promise and hope. Help us prepare the way of the Lord in our hearts, minds, and love 

for others. Amen  

 
Pastor Shirley Redmond 

Saint Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Columbus, GA 
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Matthew 11:2-11 

Our national park system has been called one of America’s best ideas. I agree. What a thrill it is to hike with 

family members or friends through these masterpieces of our Lord’s creativity. When hiking the 14,000+ foot 

Long’s Peak in Rocky Mountain National Park or even gentler trails in Maine’s Acadia National Park, path-

ways can get confusing. Among thick timbers or undulating rocky terrain, oftentimes it’s unclear which      

direction we should traverse. Thank goodness for rock cairns. Cairns are small rock formations assembled by 

either park rangers or previous hikers. About a foot or two high, potentially disoriented hikers can see them 

from afar, and avoid sometimes dangerous wrong turns by trusting in the cairns faithful beckoning. Cairns 

“prepare the way” for hikers in critical ways. In today’s lesson, Jesus praises John the Baptist for his gift of 

preparation, a living cairn of sorts. Usually, I hold John in esteem for preaching which prepares us for our  

Advent journeys. But what if Jesus cites scripture to express appreciation for how John prepares the way for 

him personally, as well? “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before 

you.” Either way, a voice calling out in the wilderness, injecting clarity and encouragement to our journey is a 

gift! Because at times, our wilderness can indeed be confusing and scary. So, Jesus declares that to date, “no 

one has arisen greater than John the Baptist.” Here's a question for you: How might you be a cairn of guid-

ance and encouragement for others? After all, after Jesus is hailed as Light of the World, Jesus then turns 

around and calls us light. After we sing at camp, “Jesus is the rock and he rolls my blues away,” 1 Peter 2.5 

calls us “living stones.” So just as John the Baptist prepared the way for all, maybe the Holy Spirit can        po-

sition you and me to be blessings for spiritual travelers to follow.  

Prayer 

Let us pray: Heavenly Father, thanks for all the ways you help prepare us for the joy and life of Christ as we 

make our way in the wilderness. Send us modern day Johns and Janes who beckon us to keep moving forward 

spiritually. Likewise, we give you permission to use each of us as your living stones, as Christian cairns, to 

mark creatively Jesus’ possibilities and prepare the way for others. In Jesus’ name, Amen.   
 

Pastor Fritz Wiese 

Christ Our Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Peachtree City, GA 
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Psalm 42:1-3 

We know that Advent is a season of waiting, but we often view Advent with “Christmas lenses”: waiting for 

the birth to happen. We treat Advent like the eighth month of pregnancy, when the only thing we can think 

about is, “When is this baby finally going to arrive?” But Advent is about preparing for the Second Coming. 

Advent is joyfully anticipating a time when all things will be made new. Advent invites us to prepare our lives 

to be aligned with God’s inbreaking Reign. Yet, when we look at the world, we can despair at the lack of 

peace, the lack of justice, the lack of hope. We cry out with the Psalmist in his thirst, “When shall I come and 

behold the face of God?” The lights of Advent challenge us to bring the light of God to bear upon a world 

that seems darkened too many times. They invite us to join in where we see the Spirit at work, where God is 

preparing a way. They invite us to see and live out works of love, peace, mercy, and justice. The lights of    

Advent invite us to look beyond the cynicism and despair of the world and to see where hope is breaking 

through. We do not have to be defined by hatred and division. We look to the God who loves us and makes 

us one, to see how the former things are passing away and the new is coming. So let us light our candles and 

shine the light. Let that light reach across our divisions and our differences. Let that light bring hope and love 

and peace to us and to all who see and know that light. For when we do, we will prepare the way for Christ 

to come now and always.  

Prayer 

Loving God, inspire by your Holy Spirit those of us who are afraid of losing hope. Give us a fresh vision of your 

love, that we may find again what we fear has been lost. Grant us your powerful deliverance; through the 

one who makes all things new, Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. (adapted from “All Creation Sings”)  

 

Pastor David Armstrong-Reiner 

Epiphany Lutheran Church 

Conyers, GA 
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Psalm 42 / Ezekiel 47:1-12 

A few weeks ago, I spent a few days in the mountains in East Tennessee. It was a beautiful fall weekend for a 

retreat - a time and place set apart to spend time with God… on a mountain. For some, this was sacred time 

and space upon arrival. For others, there was much anticipation along with a bit of anxiety. What are we    

doing here? What is this weekend all about? You see, a particular group of women were invited to attend 

(free of charge). They all had something in common. They are all women who have (or have had) loved ones 

who are incarcerated; or, they themselves have served prison sentences - women who often find themselves 

in a kind of exile - suffering from shame, loss, uncertainty, and fear. Parched from their own personal     

suffering, they long for hope. Throughout the weekend, I can assure you, there was a lot of storytelling going 

on! Stories emerged slowly from these women, but the story they heard that came through loud and clear 

from beginning to end was the story of God’s love that has been shown to us in Jesus. The telling of the story 

was not only in word, but in action as they were surrounded in very tangible ways of God’s scandalous grace 

and unconditional love. God showed up - all were blessed on that mountain. We all experience times in our 

lives when we long for refreshing streams, parched by challenges, our own exiles, in this world. Our souls 

long, even cry out, for God to speak to us once again - to release us from those things that hold us captive. 

Ezekiel’s prophetic message reminds us that God has not abandoned God’s people. God is not confined to 

the temple or any building… God is in the midst of God’s people wherever they may be. During this advent      

season, we remember the gift of God’s son who comes to us once again. His name is Emmanuel, which 

means “God is with us.” Jesus is always with us wherever we may be. That is Good News, indeed!  

         Prayer 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people 

free; from our fears and sins release us; let us find our 

rest in thee. Israel's strength and consolation, hope of 

all the earth thou art, dear desire of ev'ry nation, joy of 

ev'ry longing heart. (Evangelical Lutheran Worship 408, 

st. 1)  

 
Pastor Ingrid Schalk 

Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church 

Loudon, TN 



 

2022 Southeastern Synod Advent Devotional  20 

Matthew 8:28-34 

Divine Disruption Strange how when a person bearing the emotional weight of a family system moves to-

ward healing — a pastor setting boundaries around rest, a grown child finally letting parents manage their 

own stress, a pair of Gadarenes freed of evil spirits, a messiah receiving the sin of the world and returning 

only love — it causes disruption. Parishioners freak out in small ways and large, family gatherings overheat, a 

herd of pigs (a good bit of the community livelihood) rushes down a bank to drown in a lake, and the entire 

human population spends two thousand years resisting death and resurrection. It can be hard to stay the 

course, if you’re the one moving toward healing. Thing is, it’s not just you healing, but the whole family      

system. The way things were before was like a bone that set wrong. The disruption is like the doctor’s jarring 

move — essentially a re-break — to reset the bone. In a spiritual system, what functions like a splint is the 

discipline of turning and returning to the good, training and retraining the spiritual body to the new healing. 

There’s a beautiful Advent song, “Take Me to the Alley,” by Gregory Porter, that sings of this. “Well they 

guild their houses in preparation for the King, and they line their sidewalks with every sort of shiny thing. 

They will be surprised, when they hear him say, ‘Take me to the alley. Take me to the afflicted ones. Take me 

to the lonely ones that somehow lost their way. Let them hear me say, I am your friend. Come to my table. 

Rest here in my garden. You will have a pardon.’” What healing are you in the middle of, for yourself and the 

world around you? What support might you need, to stay the course?  

Prayer 

Loving God, as we look to our own healing and the healing of those you've placed in our care, grant us       

wisdom to see what must be done and strength to do what we have seen, through Christ. Amen.  
 

Pastor John Tirro 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Knoxville, TN 
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Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Restore us, God of heavenly forces! Make your face shine so that we can be saved! - Psalm 80:7 A people in 

agony cry out to God. (See Psalm 80). God’s very own people fear and worry about their future, about their 

next 24 hours, about their very next few moments…. What can they do but cry out to their God? How often 

do we cry out to God when things around us are broken and destroyed? Our relationships are sullied; we nag 

at one another. Our countries destroy one another. Hunger, racism, greed, each digging their claws deeper 

and deeper into humanity. …and yet! And yet… God has the power to overcome evil in the world. Some-

times, we see new life firsthand; sometimes, we wait for death to bring healing. However it happens, we 

know that our God’s face shines on us – in the good times and the bad. Our ancestors in the faith cried out to 

God ages ago, even screamed at God when life seemed unfair. And today, we, too, can cry out to God when 

we are in despair or pain. God handles our cries…and carries us along. Jesus, the child to be born in          

Bethlehem, as weak and feeble as he seemed…also was gifted with the power to overcome death and the 

forces that defy God. And now you, in your baptism, are also equipped to deny the forces that defy God, to 

turn from the devil’s empty promises. The prayer, cried out ages ago by our ancestors, has now come to    

fruition in the person of Jesus Christ. And in Christ, we are set free from fear and worry, so that we can use 

our lives to look to our neighbor and share in their concerns and their needs. God hears us. God hears you. 

And God equips you to live out your faith toward God and your neighbor. Now, go and do as the Spirit calls 

you.  

Prayer 

God, who hears our cries, instill in us a trusting spirit to follow your Spirit as we turn faith into works to love 

and serve those around us. Amen.  

 
Pastor Michael Jannett 

Southeastern Synod 

Atlanta, GA 
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Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

The psalmist writes of a time of great disaster. The prophet had warned King Ahaz not to put his trust in a 

foreign alliance but instead to trust God. King Ahaz went forward with the alliance and the Assyrians invaded 

the Northern Kingdom resulting in great suffering and devastation. In the aftermath, the people fear God has 

rejected them, is angry with them. Now they turn back to God and cry out: “Come and save us” We face    

disasters of many kinds - in our homes with the loss of a child or loved ones and in our communities with   

destruction from natural disasters, gun violence and civil unrest and the list goes on. There are days when it 

feels like disasters just pile up, one on top of another, leaving a mountain of trauma, grief and loss. The 

psalmist holds together for us a prayer of lament and a prayer of hope. In times of profound sadness and 

loss, desperation and despair, whatever the brokenness, we are to turn to God who promises to be there. 

God hears our cries and has sent a Savior. In Christ we are restored, made whole. In this time of Advent, we 

wait, we pray, we trust that the promised One who is the Light of the World - shines in our darkness and 

walks with us in the midst of it all.  

Prayer 

Let us pray, O Holy One, you are with us even in our unknowing. Give us the grace we need to turn back to 

you when we lose our way or place our trust in ourselves and not in you. Restore us, O God. And let your face 

shine upon us. Amen  

A hymn for your meditation If You But Trust in God to Guide You Song by National Lutheran Choir 2005 

https://youtu.be/4m-L5QcWePA  

 

Pastor P. Morgan Gordy 

Southeastern Synod 

Franklin, TN 

 

https://youtu.be/4m-L5QcWePA
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John 3:31-36 

Go Tell It On The Mountain for Saturday, December 17th (John 3:31-36) “The One that God sent speaks 

God’s words. And don’t think he rations out the Spirit in bits and pieces. The Father loves the Son extrava-

gantly. He turned everything over to him so he could give it away—a lavish distribution of gifts. That is why 

whoever accepts and trusts the Son gets in on everything, life complete and forever!” ? John 3:34-35, The 

Message “I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: not only because I see it, but because by 

it I see everything else.”? C.S. Lewis I recently heard someone exclaiming that blood was thicker than water, 

meaning that biological family was more important than the family you gather around you as we journey  

together through life. I remember having a strong emotional reaction to this statement in my heart, but 

chose to remain silent at the time because I was yet unable to express the truth I was feeling. You see my 

two children are not my biological children, yet I can only see them as an intimate part of me. As I’m sitting in 

my living reflecting and writing this reflection, my three dachshunds snuggling next to me, my wife busy  

playing joyfully with her fish tank, and the sounds of my children laughing and playing upstairs are filling the 

house with such joy and comfort. At this very moment I can see the exact space where I belong, that these 

are my people, this is what home feels and looks like for me. We are a family who loves God and serves him 

together, bound, not by our natural bloodline, but through the blood of Jesus. Having my children in my life 

for the past five years has taught me so much about the Spirit of Adoption. The Spirit of Adoption is the work 

of the Holy Spirit revealing within us that we belong to the Father in the Son. In our gospel passage above, 

Jesus speaks of the Father extravagantly giving this Spirit to the Son so the Son may turn around and give it 

away in a scandalous act called GRACE - a lavish distribution of gifts! Jesus then goes on to say that whoever 

accepts and trusts the Son gets in on everything, life complete and forever! Therefore, the son-ship and 

daughter-ship Jesus freely and extravagantly bestows upon us through the Holy Spirit of Adoption invites us 

to participate in living a life that is complete and forever in Jesus. It is by and in the light of Christ we discover 

who we are (sons and daughters) and to whom we belong (our Father). When I first met my children five 

years ago, they were strangers to me, as I was a stranger to them. Then slowly, over time, an incredible 

transformation of love took place in our lives. Today, both of my children express our intimate connection by 

calling and relating to me as daddy. I am daddy and they are my true children. I believe something like this is 

taking place in today’s gospel lesson. And I pray that something like this is taking place today in your own 

heart as we journey together toward the manger this Advent season. Amen. by the Rev. Thomas Barron 

(Grovetown Episcopal Lutheran Mission)  

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, we pray that you reveal to us through the Holy Spirit and in 

the light of Jesus, that we belong to you, and that all you have given to Jesus, 

you are giving to us. Help us to see clearly and truly all things through the 

light that is your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

Pastor Thomas Barron 

Grovetown Episcopal Lutheran Mission, Grovetown, GA 
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Matthew 1:18-25 

In today’s Gospel text, we hear the story of Joseph as he tries to figure out what to do now that his fiancée 

Mary is pregnant. Unless we have been in his shoes, I don’t think anyone can quite understand what 

thoughts that might have been going through Joseph’s mind. If we follow the tradition of some and think of 

Joseph as an older man, he might not want to be a father again (or for the first time at his age). If we think of 

him as being closer to Mary’s age, he might feel a sense of betrayal and think that Mary was not faithful to 

him. What I admire about Joseph is that he does MORE than the right thing. Before the visit from the angel, 

he was going to do what was right according to the law and divorce Mary. Even then, he was going to do the 

compassionate thing and divorce Mary quietly as to save her public embarrassment. He goes even further 

after he received the angel’s message. He stepped up to the plate and agreed to be Jesus’s earthly father. 

Sometimes we only do what is required of us and nothing more. We are called, however, to do more than 

what we think the law requires for us. Most people do not steal or commit murder, but we are also called to 

do everything we can to preserve life and help people have the necessities of life that we often take for 

granted. Joseph’s commitment to do MORE than what was required reminds me of the founder of Family 

Promise, Karen Olson. Karen did not first set out to start a ministry for homeless families. She originally just 

handed out lunches to homeless people she encountered on her way to and from work. As she saw what 

was really needed, she stepped up and did more. Her efforts now help hundreds of families each year across 

the country. 

Prayer 

Gracious God, As we learn from the example of Joseph and others, help us to do more than what we think is 

required as we reach out in love to your people. Amen.  

 

Pastor Rick Ohsiek 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 

Maryville, TN 
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Genesis 17:15-22 
15God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless 

her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall 

come from her." 17Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said to himself, "Can a child be born to a man who is 

a hundred years old? Can Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?" 18And Abraham said to God, "O that Ishmael 

might live in your sight!" 19God said, "No, but your wife Sarah shall bear you a son, and you shall name him Isaac. I will 

establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him. 20As for Ishmael, I have heard 

you; I will bless him and make him fruitful and exceedingly numerous; he shall be the father of twelve princes, and I 

will make him a great nation. 21But my covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this season 

next year." 22And when he had finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham.  

The dialogue between Yahweh and Abraham oddly resembles the banter between two comedians. The best comic 

teams consist of a comic player and a straight player. A straight player sets up the joke and the comic player delivers 

the punchline. The comic player also receives laughter. The straight player, meanwhile, grumbles. Bud Abbott sets up 

Lou Costello, Dean Martin grits his teeth over Jerry Lewis’ pranks, and Margaret Dumont scowls over Groucho Marx 

absurd quips. It seems unlikely, but consider God and Abraham as an Old Testament comedy team. Yahweh is the 

comic player and Abraham is the straight player. Genesis 17 offers the ultimate set-up line as God declares, I will bless 

(Sarah), and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples 

shall come from her.” How does Abraham respond? 17Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed… Abraham is         

gobsmacked. He rolls in bellowing laughter over Yahweh’s promise. Abraham believes this news is absolutely, outra-

geously, and absurdly funny. Who could believe it – that Sarah would bear children near her life’s end? Then, as     

Abraham’s laughter ebbs, Yahweh leaves the stage. And when he had finished talking with him, God went up from 

Abraham. Poor, astonished Abraham remains stunned over Yahweh’s cosmic joke. Maybe we have missed the irony in 

Yahweh’s response. Humor, after all, seeks to amuse. Irony points out the opposite of what we expect. Advent high-

lights our call to be alert for God’s signs. Advent encourages us to recognize two grim ironies: First, American and    

European farmers raise vast harvests while 25,000 people – 1 person every 3.5 seconds – die of hunger each day 

(World Food Program). Second, congregation and national church bodies often turn inwardly in the midst of a thrilling 

era for mission. Advent yields a wonderful opportunity. We can thank God who, despite our disbelief, lavishes us with 

love and unceremoniously prods the Church to deliver mercy for a turbulent, suffering world.  

Prayer 

Living, loving God, help us seek opportunities to accept your outrageous 

mercy, to laugh at our failings and to offer mercy and concrete support 

for those who need mercy. Amen.  

 

Pastor John Stirewalt 

Faith Lutheran Church 

Clay, AL 
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1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Go tell it on the mountain! Hannah’s testimony and song of faith, hope, and praise remind me so much of 

Mary’s song and Elizabeth’s in the gospel of Luke. I get that same feeling of being in awe of these women for 

their complete trust in God. Hannah is consumed with the desire to have a child of her own and does not  

understand why she is unable to conceive. Mary finds herself expecting a son and it is a complete mystery. 

Elizabeth understands the feelings both Hannah and Mary have experienced. These women understand and 

have faith that God is in control, and God’s presence in their lives keep hope alive. So, they REJOICE! Some-

thing wonderful is about to happen for these women. At unexpected times and places, they discover JOY as a 

gift from the God who loves us. Often, in our lives we experience joy at unexpected times and in unexpected 

places. Their songs of rejoicing unite them and God’s blessing upon them transforms their lives. How can we 

prepare to be transformed by the coming of the Lord this Advent? These women help us to look at our own 

lives and ask if we too are growing in our own understanding and trust in God. Open your life to be truly 

transformed as Christ comes again into your life this Christmas! Go tell it on the mountain!  

Prayer 

Gracious God, fill us with the songs of faith and trust that Hannah, Mary, and Elizabeth shared. Teach us to 

grow in understanding your ways and help us to hold Jesus in our hearts during this Advent season and every 

day of our journey with him. Amen!  

 
Pastor Connie Bramlett 

Christ Lutheran Church  

Marietta, GA 
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1 Samuel 2:1-10 

“Then Hannah prayed and said: My heart rejoices in the Lord; In the Lord my strength is lifted.” In this       

passage, we hear the beginning of Hannah’s prayer of praise and thanksgiving to God for giving her and her 

husband their son, Samuel. He is a pure gift from God of a child longed and prayed for and after much time, 

the gift of this child is granted. Hannah has now brought Samuel to the priest Eli for him to serve the Lord 

and she breaks into this beautiful prayer. Some scholars feel that Hannah’s prayer provided a model for 

Mary’s Magnificat prayer as she rejoiced in the news of her carrying Jesus. I understand Hannah’s prayer all 

too well. As a woman who has gone through infertility treatments and five miscarriages, there was many a 

Christmas Eve when I cried on the way to church not knowing if my husband and I would ever be parents. It 

was painful to watch the sweet babies and children in their finest clothes at Christmas services and wonder if 

it would ever happen for us. But when we received the gift of our two sons, (now 22 and 20), the prayers of 

praise were on both of our lips as we held each one and gave them to be baptized into the family of God. 

Sometimes our prayers are answered the way we ask after a long time of waiting and sometimes they are 

not. I can’t explain why some prayers are answered and some are not. I plan to have a talk with God        

someday about that very issue. I do know that this Christmas, you may have a couple sitting in your pews 

hurting from wanting a child but not able to have one. You may have a widow or widower spending their first 

Christmas without their loved one. You may have a divorced person facing the holidays alone. You may have 

people hurting who can’t show or express what they are going through.  

Prayer 

Gracious God, may we, as your people and your church be the light of Christ to those in darkness so that they 

may know hope in a time of despair, love in a time of uncertainty, and people who will surround and support 

them in prayer. In Jesus' holy name we pray! Amen  

 
Pastor Mary Armstrong-Reiner 

Rostered Pastor 
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Luke 1:46b-55 
51He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52He has 
brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good 
things, and sent the rich away empty. 
 
Today we read the upside-down Magnificat and take notice of the ways God steps into the world and rights 
the wrong ways it has been working.  I have heard privileged people, “the rich, powerful and proud”         
complain that they are good people and why does everyone like to see them upended, so to speak.  Most of 
us reading this devotion fall into what would be characterized as rich compared to billions of people in the 
world who are lifted in this passage.  It is my humble opinion that the rich mentioned here are those who are 
in power and are not taking care of the poor or do not care about their condition and go on their merry way 
enjoying life while Lazarus wastes away at their gate.  However, maybe it is an indictment for us as well.  How 
often do we work to change the policies that cause the poor to get poorer?  How often do we   protest the 
conditions that characterize the living conditions, available food and clean water that are less available to 
these that Luke speaks about?  What are we doing, day in and day out to right the wrongs we read about in 
this passage?  It is our responsibility to do so as those who have much in comparison.  We need to do more 
than wring our hands and throw a check in the offering plate or keep them in our thoughts and prayers. 
God calls us to keep at it until all God’s children are fed and have access to healthcare and clean water and 

the rights we expect.  If it is an expectation for us, it is an expectation for all.  We have a voice and we do well 

to use it for justice!  

Prayer 

God of the underserved and marginalized, and the One who stands with those who seek justice for the  

oppressed, fill our hearts with the zeal to serve and give, to march and speak up; to LOVE our neighbor!   

There are many who depend on our position to do so!  Bless us all to be a blessing for others.  Amen  

 

Mystery Writer 
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Luke 1:57-66 
Luke 1:57 - 66 The Birth of John the Baptist 57When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth 

to a son. 58Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her 

joy. 59On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him after his father 

Zechariah, 60but his mother spoke up and said, “No! He is to be called John.” 61They said to her, “There is no 

one among your relatives who has that name.” 62Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he 

would like to name the child. 63He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, “His 

name is John.” 64Immediately his mouth was opened, and his tongue set free, and he began to speak,      

praising God. 65All the neighbors were filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people were 

talking about all these things. 66Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, “What then is this child 

going to be?” For the Lord’s hand was with him. “What then is this child going to be?” How many parents 

have wondered the same thing as they gazed upon their newborn child? “What will you become, little one? 

Who will you grow up to be? Perhaps a brilliant scientist, or a dedicated physician, or maybe a great artist, 

author, playwright, or world class musician!” We all surely hope for the best possible future for our little 

ones. I daresay none of us could or would imagine a future for our children that includes wandering in the 

desert, wearing garments made from animal skins, and eating insects and wild fruit. And certainly, Elizabeth 

and Zechariah could not know all that lay in store for their son John. But one thing was already certain: The 

Lord’s hand was with him. And although John did not become a great scientist, doctor, artist, or musician, he 

did become what God intended him to be: the “voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of 

the Lord!’” God’s hand was with him through his life and his death. As we journey through this season of  

Advent, may we prepare our hearts to receive the gift of the Christ-child. And may we also be a voice crying 

out in the world, “Prepare the way of the Lord! Make His paths straight.” And may we lift up our voices to 

give voice to the voiceless, to advocate for the marginalized, and to welcome the stranger!  

 

Prayer 
Most Holy and gracious God, help us prepare our hearts for 

the Advent of Your Son Jesus. Strengthen our voices to       

declare to the world Your Truth and Justice. Help us to be 

bold in our witness to Your great love and mercy and keep us 

steadfast in Your love and grace. As it was with John, in our 

living and in our dying, may Your hand be with us. Thorough 

Christ our Lord, Amen.  

 

Pastor Dave Parr 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Long Beach, MS  
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Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20 

Christmas Eve 2022 Go Tell it on the Mountain What can be said that hasn’t been said thousands of times 

over the centuries about Jesus’ birth? We know the story of God revealing God’s very self to the world on 

that first Christmas; giving the world God’s gift of grace. We know the bright shining light of that Christmas 

Star which led the Magi to the Manger, to the “Light of the world”; shining God’s grace onto people who 

lived then, and are living in darkness, now; helping all people to, “Sing to the Lord a new song” of hope and 

peace. “For unto us a child is born”; to, “Go tell it on the mountain!” You might not know, those shepherds 

saw, “For unto us a child was born”, as they saw Jesus wrapped in bands of cloth. Seems normal to us.    

However, to them, they saw the “Reason for the Season.” They wrapped new-born lambs in bands of cloth, 

to keep them unblemished, to prepare them to be sacrifices for the atonement of sins. In those bands of 

cloths, God helped those shepherds, some of the lowliest and marginalized people of their time, see the be-

ginning, of the final sacrifice for sin, “For unto, ‘them’, a child was born”; giving them hope and peace, to, 

“Go tell it on the mountain!” We at St. John’s, nearly three years ago, were blown away by a tornado. What 

kept us focused during the thirty-two months of the “exodus” of our rebuild, and rebirth, was, the “Light of 

the world”, illuminated by that Star, born in Bethlehem Manger, and wrapped in those “bands of cloths.” 

God helped us focus on the “Reason for the Season”, the “Reason for our Lives of Faith”, to let the “Light of 

world”, shine through us for all to see, for all to know, “For unto ‘them’ a child was born”. As we light our 

candles tonight in honor of the “Light of the world”, and sing, “Silent Night”, may we always remember, “For 

unto us (for unto all people) a child was born” to bring God’s grace, hope, and peace to the world God so 

loves. That is something to “Go tell it on the mountain” and everywhere.  

Prayer 

Gracious God, thank you for the “gift” that came down on that first Christmas. Fill us with your Holy Spirit to 

always live to share God’s amazing gift of grace everywhere we go. Merry Christmas!  

 
Pastor Rick Roberts  

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Nashville, TN 
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John 1:1-4 

John 1: 1-4 (CEB) 1In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. 2The 

Word was with God in the beginning. 3Everything came into being through the Word, and without the Word 

nothing came into being. What came into being 4through the Word was life, [a] and the life was the light for 

all people. A Christmas riddle for you on this Christmas day: It has begun and yet it has always been. It is 

what it was and will be what it is. Without it, we would be nothing. With it we have everything. What is it? 

You get three guesses, but there’s only one answer with many names and a name so holy that you shouldn’t 

say it. The Word. God. Jesus. YHWH. Take a deep breath and let that sink in. Seriously, take at least a full mi-

nute or five and ponder the depth of that riddle and the poetic words from John 1: 1-4. The author of the 

Cosmos, The Word, speaks life itself into being, all of life, throughout all of Creation. This same life-giving, life

-breathing Word incarnates itself, becoming one of us, not to shame us or break us or condemn us, but to 

save us. (John 3: 16-17) Yes, it’s finally Christmas. You may have already celebrated by the time you read this, 

or maybe your celebration is yet to come, but even if you celebrate by yourself today, you are not alone, and 

this is worth celebrating. The One that we celebrate is still giving the best gifts today: 1. Salvation for today 

and forevermore 2. Forgiveness and grace again and again 3. And an invitation to join in giving these gifts to 

everyone. Everyone. A light for all people. In the days to come, the Magi may bring gifts, but the best gift has 

already been given. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. God must really love us. Merry Christmas.  

Prayer 

Lord of All, as we celebrate your birth, we celebrate so much more. You give the gift of life itself and salvation 

for us all. Thank You for all that You do, for all that You've done, for all that You are to us and for us. In the 

name of the One who became one of us, The Word made flesh, Jesus, we pray. Amen.  

 
Pastor Ed Myers 

Celebration Lutheran Church 

Mt. Juliet, TN 
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Matthew 23:34-39 

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I 

desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings and you were not      

willing!” I remember one Advent, years ago, walking into a worship space and seeing the manger underneath 

the cross. There was a spotlight on the floor that was angled such that the light showed through the manger 

to the cross and on the wall, you saw the reflection of the cross and the manger together. I thought it was a 

timely symbol of Jesus life and call. There was some pushback in the congregation that focusing on Jesus’ 

death at Christmas wasn’t right. We who celebrate his birth also do so in the shadow of the cross. We          

celebrate his death and resurrection as the foundation of our Baptism into death and new life. Theologically 

it makes perfect sense and there is no other time in the church year where we have the manger in the 

church. We are reminded of the fickle nature of humanity that the birth of Christ and the presence of the 

wise men led to the death of all the male babies in Bethlehem. We are reminded that we don’t celebrate the 

Resurrection before first experiencing Good Friday! We hold life and death in tension but with Christ we 

have new life and death loses its power over us! During Advent we look to Christ coming again while also  

giving thanks for his birth some 2000 years ago. May our Advent waiting be rich with the fullness of this     

reality. Go tell it on the mountain!  

Prayer 

God of grace may the image of the cross over the manger remind us of your great love in the new life you 

offer us in Christ! Amen 

  
Mystery Writer 
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Psalm 116:12-19 

“Go Tell it on the Mountain: We have a Great Story to tell!” “Go Tell it on the Mountain” is one of my favor-

ite hymns and not just at Christmas time. In fact, I would love to sing it frequently throughout the year       

because it is such a favorite. One reason I like it so much is that it is action oriented because we are to GO 

and TELL and not just in a quiet way, we are to tell it on the mountain. One of the things that I learned very 

quickly after discovering the Lutheran Church in America after leaving the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 

Synod is that we have a great story to tell. But I also discovered that it takes our financial support to get that 

story out. So this psalm really speaks to me. Once I joined the LCA, I quickly began to tithe, not out of        

obedience but out of joy. We have a joyous story to tell and a Savior that has been depicted wrongly by a 

growing chorus of voices that we need to raise our voices and tell the true story of God and his love. In this 

Advent and Christmas I like to re-evaluate how I am using my resources (time, talent, treasure) to best tell 

the story. Being a first-fruits giver and knowing that each year costs go up, I prayerfully consider how I can 

increasing by living a simple life. We are trying to live humble lives, so that we can help the church                 

re-introduce the Christ who sent us salvation. 

Prayer 

Ever-loving God, we seek your Spirit so that we can discover new ways to best steward your story and your 

love for a sinful world. Amen.  
 

Pastor Steve Renner 

Messiah Lutheran Church 

Montgomery, AL 
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Matthew 2:13-18 

“Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child 

and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child 

to destroy him.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and re-

mained there until the death of Herod.” Have you ever felt inadequate? Maybe it was new job, navigating a 

new phase of life without a dear loved one, or being a brand new parent and realizing there is no instruction 

manual on how to best care for your baby. If I am being honest, I have experienced feelings of inadequacy in 

each of these situations. I wonder if that is how Joseph felt when the angel of the Lord told him to flee to 

Egypt with the Christ child and Mary. Did Joseph feel like he wasn’t fit for the job? Did he wonder how they 

would get to Egypt? Or what they would do once they got there? Or how he would care for the Son of God 

and Mary once they got to safety? What strikes me, though, is that Joseph didn’t hesitate. There was no bar-

gaining or doubting. Joseph immediately got up and fled with the child and his mother. I believe that Joseph 

knew that God would be on the journey to Egypt with them. God would do anything to protect the life of his 

Son who had a mission to fulfill. If Joseph felt feelings of inadequacy, he did not let those feelings hold him 

back. He took immediate action. He knew God was with him and his family as they put one foot in front of 

the other and headed to Egypt in the dark of the night. God was with Joseph and God is with us, too. Regard-

less of the situation, when those feelings of inadequacy pop up, lean into God. Take action – pray, dive into 

scripture, put one foot in front of the other. Thanks to God's adequacy, we are adequate, too!  

Prayer 

Heavenly father, when we feel inadequate, remind us that we can live by a faith beyond our feelings and that 

we can stand firm in your love. When the world is full of comparisons and reminds us of everything that we 

are not, give us the courage to believe in Your truth above all else. Please give us Your sufficiency and 

strength as we walk forward in obedience. Amen.  

 

Ms. Allison Lizdas 

Southeastern Synod 

Atlanta, GA 
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Psalm 20 

Christmas greetings, my friends across our Southeastern Synod, and across the world. On this, our fifth day 

of Christmas, we are once again reminded of how grateful we are for the gift of Jesus to our human family, 

and how he set an example for us as to how we are to live. As we meditate on Psalm 20 today, we are        

reminded that we have a God who hears our prayers, and that we should focus our trust on our Lord - that 

Lord who wants to ensure we have the desires of our hearts. Not desires of power and material things which 

encourage us to create false narratives and worship false gods, but the desires which keep our Lord at the 

center, and help us to be motivated to search for truth. Let us be intentional about listening to our God and 

being willing to follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit, so that our desires, and our subsequent plans follow 

the example which Jesus set for us. The plans which help us all to not just survive, but to flourish and be all 

that we can be - not just ourselves, but all members of our human family, especially those who are pushed to 

the margins of our society and world. As our plans progress and evolve, may we always be mindful that the 

glory of all achievements belongs, not to us, but to our God.  

Prayer 

Let us pray together. Dear loving God, we give thanks that you listen to us, and care about the flourishing of 

each one of us, helping to support the plans we make when we trust in you, and give you the glory for how 

we are able to impact our world in the way you would have us go. During this Christmas season, let us give 

thanks for the birth of Jesus, and all the examples he set for us during his life on the earth, so that we may 

better understand the paths we are to take. As we journey along these paths, may we remember that all glo-

ry belongs to you. Amen. May we all embrace the trust we have in our Lord, and follow the paths which glori-

fy our God. Merry Christmas!  

 

Pastor Cathy Crimi 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Clarksville, TN 
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Luke 19:41-44 

“As he came near and saw the city, he wept over it” (Luke 19:41) Anticipation, this is one word that            

resonates in my spirit when I reflect on Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany. We anticipate the birth of a new 

day, a long awaited freedom, a way where there isn’t already a way, a Savior and Friend, a guiding light in 

the midst of a shadowy world. Public theologian, Brian McClaren, in his latest book, Do I Stay Christian, 

writes about Christianity as an anticipatory movement, stating, “We aren’t defined exclusively by who we 

came from in the past, we can also be defined by what we can become in the future.” As disciples learning 

within and participating in this Way, this Anticipatory Movement, we ground ourselves in the hope of God's 

saving acts of love that have sustained the faithful over the centuries, while at the same time we grow into 

the hope that God is still making something new, that God is still at work in us and this world. When we 

scroll through our news feeds or watch the evening news, we are constantly shown image after heart-

wrenching image of destroyed communities. Some are homes crushed or washed away by natural disasters 

or war-torn cities left in rubble with jagged broken buildings reminding us of the result of hate or cities and 

schools eroded over time by poverty, injustice, and crumbling infrastructures. It is all enough to make us 

weep as we come near and see the devastation around the world. Jesus weeps with us. And Jesus wept over 

the pain of his people, too. Luke the Evangelist, writing after the siege of Jerusalem in 70 CE during the First 

Jewish Revolt of the Roman-Jewish War, gives words to a scene of the destroyed Temple. Seeing your city, 

country, or society fall apart is not a new pain. But with a cyclical memory of faith that we celebrate each 

year, we know deep in our spirits, that our faithful God is not only a God of Anticipation, but is also a God of 

Fulfilling Promises, is a God of Radical Hope, is a God of Transforming Dreams and who brings us through 

pain and tears to the other side. Today, as we journey again between the birth of new hope and the life that 

shines for all peoples, we give thanks to God for the Way of Jesus through the rubble and broken bits of our 

lives, reminding us that God's story with us is not over yet.  

Prayer 

God of our weary years and our silent tears, hold us tight as 

we witness destruction in the world. Hold us with your love 

that knows no end and grant us a peace to anticipate that you 

are still in control, that you are still making something new, 

that you are still at work in this world to stand humanity up-

right. Strengthen our hearts and hands to help when we see 

others in pain and need so that together we may point to your 

constant hope and eternal love; through Jesus Christ, our Ref-

uge and Strength. Amen.  

 
Pastor Justin Eller 

Southeastern Synod 

Atlanta, GA 
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2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

"So we do not lose heart" our verse starts for today's lesson. It is easy for us to lose heart, isn't it? Life gets a 

little too much at times. Our world has been living in a pandemic for what seems like a life time. We watch 

the news and wonder, "What in the world is going to happen next?" We look at the struggles we face and 

they seem overwhelming and it is easy to lose heart. "So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is 

wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day", Paul writes. In this Christmas season, even 

thought the world has already moved on to the next celebration, we know that that baby born in Bethlehem 

was not just any baby but God incarnate. God chose to take on our human form and dwelt among us, not so 

we could have a pretty Norman Rockwell Christmas card but so that we might might not lose heart but know 

without a shadow of a doubt that nothing will ever separate us from God's love for us. So nothing means 

nothing. Not these struggles in our world, not the struggles in our lives, not this pandemic or our own doubts 

and fears and this gift of God who came into this world is the promise that we do not walk through these 

struggles alone, so do not lose heart. Be renewed, be refreshed and if you feel yourself losing heart, losing 

hope, then stop and remember this gift that is born in Bethlehem. John says it this way "The light shines in 

the darkness and the darkness cannot overcome it." See the light, be the light, know the light.  

Prayer 

Incarnate God, come and dwell within our hearts and bring us hope, bring us light. Help us to rest in you and 

to know of your presence in our lives and may we live your hope into the world. Strengthen us with your Holy 

Spirit to live in this world and may your Holy Spirit continue to renew our lives for your service. In Christ we 

pray. Amen  

 
Pastor Jill Henning 

Southeastern Synod 

Atlanta, GA 
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1 Kings 3:5-14 

It seems fitting to have this particular text appointed for New Year’s Eve. King Solomon has ascended to the 

throne, after the death of his father, King David. It is nighttime- the “eve” of his new reign, and God comes to 

Solomon in a dream and offers him whatever he would ask. Solomon, known for all of history for his wisdom, 

thanks God for all the blessings and faithfulness God has already given him. He doesn’t request an army that 

cannot be vanquished. He doesn’t suggest unending wealth. He asks for discernment and the ability to judge 

right from wrong. Talk about a New Year’s Resolution! What if tonight, after you’ve popped the champagne 

corks, toasted the incoming year, and retired to bed, God interrupted your sleep to give you the same offer? 

What would you ask for? A winning lottery ticket? Low cholesterol on a diet of steak and potato chips? That 

God smite an enemy or two? That’s all tempting, but I pray that I would have the good sense to put in a    

request for a good measure of holy common sense and a better barometer for right and wrong. If discretion 

is the better part of valor, then it follows that wisdom is the better part of blessedness-- discerning when to 

speak up and when to hold one’s tongue; discerning when to work and when to rest; discerning the people 

to hang onto in our lives and those to let go; discerning between a want and a need. When one has a         

discerning heart guided by God, the blessings tend to take care of themselves. The new year that dawns    

tomorrow will hold the opportunity to go and joyfully tell the story of all the good things God will come and 

offer us, this night, and all others!  

Prayer 

God of new life, come to us this night and remind each of us of the innumerable blessings of the past year, 

and reassure us of the promise of blessings to come in the new year. Most of all, give each of the wisdom 

share our blessings with others, your children, each and every one. Amen.  
 

Ms. Christine Bergman 

Spirit of Peace 

Richmond Hill, GA 
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Numbers 6:22-27 

This text will sound familiar to many, as it is a typical pastoral blessing said at the close of worship. It might 

surprise some to know that it comes from Numbers! And it might be surprising to focus on this text - typical-

ly used as a blessing when one leaves or ends - as a way to begin a new year. We often bless people when 

they are being sent out in some way. We receive a blessing at the end of worship when we are about to go 

out and share the good news and serve the world. We receive a blessing after we share in holy communion, 

praying that the body and blood of Christ will strengthen us and keep us in God’s grace. We bless babies 

when they are born, children before they start school, soon-to-be parents, quilts that are about to be sent 

around the world, animals who are part of our families, homes we are about to move into, missionaries who 

are headed to a new place. With our Christmas story in mind, according to Luke, Simeon blessed the baby 

Jesus and his family, too, when they visited the temple in Jerusalem. Why not begin our new year with a 

blessing? What if instead of focusing on what comes next, or the resolutions we have to keep… what if       

instead, we start with this blessing - a blessing that reminds us who we are. You are Named. Blessed. Kept. 

Sit with this blessing for a minute before turning to your list of resolutions. Recognize who you are: a beloved 

child of God. Before tackling all that the new year has in store. Remember that you carry the name… the 

face… the grace… the mercy… the countenance… and the peace of God. "The Lord bless you and keep 

you." ...May the warmth of God’s embrace surround you. May you sense the arms that carry and preserve 

you. "The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy." ...May the glow of God’s goodness remind you of 

the goodness within yourself. May you receive God’s light as the smile of a loving parent, offering unending 

compassion, patience, love. "The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace." ...May you see and 

know that you are seen and known by the eternal God. May you not run from this identity, but experience its 

security and peace. "So they shall put my name on the Israelites; and I will bless them." As you enter this 

new year, remember that you carry the name of God, the Holy One, and may that blessing be your strength 

and your guide.  

Prayer 

God of new life, thank you for another year and the        

opportunities it will bring. Ground us in our identity in 

you, and open our hearts to the needs of your people and 

world. Empower us to bear your name responsibly,         

benevolently, and kindly. As we enter this new year, help 

us to remember the promises that you made with Moses, 

Abraham, and all your people; and the promise of eternal 

life through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.  
 

Minister Hannah DiPasquale 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Mobile, AL 
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Hebrews 11:1-12 

In the Church these days, we seem to put brakes on our goals, overly mindful of our limited resources. Some-

times it may even seem as we are guided by fear – fear of less members which leads to a fear not having 

enough money to pay for our buildings or run our programs. Our decisions are too often made in a mindset 

of scarcity. But God tells us that our Faith is not one of fear (God does tend to say “Do Not Be Afraid” quite a 

lot, after all), but in confidence in what we hope for. And what do we hope for? Are we bold enough to speak 

our hopes and dreams out loud and actually believe they can be accomplished? Are we bold enough to make 

plans guided by our blessings rather than our challenges? Are we bold enough to act on faith and trust rather 

than fear and despair? Are we bold enough to tell our stories, knowing they can change the world? That is 

not to say that the journey will not be difficult. Abram had to leave his country, his people, and his father’s 

household to travel to a place he did not know. He trusted in God’s call upon his life. Because God had  

promised him that he would be a blessing upon the entire Earth through Abram and all his descendants. 

Abram listened to God and trusted in God’s promises. Will we do the same?  

Prayer 

Lord of all Creation, may we trust in you and the blessings you have provided to us. May we use those bless-

ings to do Your work in Your World. Give us the Faith and Boldness to act in hope rather than fear.  

 
Pastor Imran Siddiqui 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Atlanta, GA 
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Genesis 28:10-22; Psalm 72; Hebrews 11:13-22 

Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Heb.11:1 In our lection for       

today, we see story after story of ones who had faith: Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Jacob. The Psalmist was 

praying for wisdom and justice for his son Solomon who would be king after him. For centuries, the people 

were looking for guidance from God so that they could follow in faith and assurance. When that didn’t hap-

pen, they began to look for one who would be a shepherd and lead them faithfully to be God’s people, with 

wisdom and grace. While this was for Solomon, it reads like a prayer for Jesus. We are still in the 12 days of 

Christmas, giving thanks that 2000 years ago, God came down to us in the form of a baby; vulnerable, a 

working class carpenter, a humble servant. As his mother watched him grow up, she pondered many things 

in her heart, and she had faith that he would lead his people the way God told her he would. Today, as I 

write this a week before another contentious election, I pray that God has a handle on the mess we have 

made of this earth we live on. Violence, anger, frustration and greed seem to be outpacing love, peace,    

compassion and faith. I know God is in charge and that is what I hold onto faithfully, knowing that I must live 

that faith in all that I do. I cannot wait idly while expecting Jesus to swoop down and fix it all. God calls us to 

live faithfully and look forward to the day when peace will prevail and weapons would be turned into instru-

ments of creation and not devastation. This is our call as people of God – to faithfully step into the future, 

knowing that Jesus will return and, in the meantime, we have peace to make and love to share.  

Prayer 

God of love, work through us to bring this peace to fruition. Teach us how to turn torpedoes into garden tines 

and walls into homes instead of fences. Make us aware of your Spirit, surrounding us with courage and love 

so that we might use our voices to support the beloved kingdom you have called us to work towards. Fill us 

with your love, dear Lord! Amen  
 

Pastor Patti Axel 

Southeastern Synod Staff 

Atlanta, GA 
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Hebrews 11:13-22 

Advent is one of my favorite seasons of the year. It is a season of reflection as we prepare and expectantly 

wait for the return Christ. Preparation always requires faith, and faith requires patients. Life’s circumstances 

are not always linear. More often than not, there are detours. Success requires believing that we received 

the desired outcome. I remember waiting for my daughter to arrive from Ethiopia. Navigating through the 

immigration process is defiantly required faith, patience and endurance. After securing all of the necessary 

documents and participating in all of the required interviews, the day finally arrived when we received      

approval for her to travel to the United States of America. We were beyond excited! But wait, there is more. 

After being approved to travel, she had to wait for a visa. Her Ethiopian family wanted time to say farewell 

and to celebrate her journey. I wanted her to travel immediately; however, flights to the United States on 

occurred on specific days of the week - there were no daily flights available. Finally, she arrived on Ethiopian 

Airline Flight 1000. But wait, there is more. At that time, all international flights required grounding for one 

hour. We waited impatiently for her depart the plane. She finally arrived! The outcome, here arrival and     

being a part of our family, blesses us outweighs all of the waiting and preparation! Faith enables believers to 

persevere even when the promise is not immediately fulfilled. Faith enables believers to sacrifice the prom-

ise. Faith enables believers to recognize and pass om the blessing of God.  

Prayer 

Let us pray. Dear Lord, as we prepare and expectantly wait, strengthen our faith as we reflect on receiving 

you. Amen  

 
Pastor Mica Koli 

Resurrection Mission 

Tucker, GA 
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Hebrews 11:32—12:2 

“And, what more should I say?” This is how today’s scripture begins. The writer of Hebrews has been telling 

the story “by faith.” The story of Abraham, Isaac, Esau, Jericho, the Israelites crossing the Red Sea. For       

whatever reason, the writer feels they are running out of time. I imagine it much like sitting at dinner with 

friends and attempting to tell them about my family of origin. There are details that are of great significance. 

There are details that fall under “when we have more time, I’ll tell you about that.” The writer mentions 

more names and spends the time remaining giving sketchy details of what the saints belonging to those 

names accomplished. While some “shut up the mouths of lions” others were stoned to death for their faith. 

Is this the story we want to tell? “What more should I say?” Yes! This is our story. The stories of these saints, 

those mentioned in Hebrews and those we talk about around the dinner table, are the stories that enable us 

to “lay aside the weight of sin” while living into our discipleship. This is our story. The story of Jesus, “the  

pioneer and perfecter of faith.” This is our story even when we feel like there is not enough time to tell it. 

“What more should I say?” The saints’ story is my story. My story is theirs. And all of our stories point to the 

love and grace of Jesus, the Christ.  

Prayer 

Perfecter of Faith, You surround us with this great cloud of witnesses who have been telling the story of 

Christmas for thousands of years. May we use our voices to tell their stories, our stories, the story of Jesus – 

the story of discipleship and faith. Thank you for the witnesses in our lives and in our history who point us to-

ward you. As we end this season of Christmas, may we never lack the time to tell our story which is The Story 

of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.  

 
Pastor Tiffany McClung 

Peace Lutheran Church 

Memphis, TN 
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Ephesians 3:1-12 

“Epiphany is marching orders for the community of faith. It sends. As much as any other season it sets before 

us a public agenda.” Bill Wylie-Kellermann, Seasons of Faith and Conscience, pg. 156 Epiphany is the festival 

celebrating the reality of Christ being revealed in our world. Epiphany shines new light on our lives, our    

community, and our world. Epiphany shows us how God understands the divine-human relationship. It’s 

about the revelation of the good news of Jesus Christ to all people and the revolution of God’s grace that 

transcends how we encounter and engage the world. The author of the letter to the Ephesians attests to this 

revelation and revolution: “7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that 

was given me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given 

to me to bring to the gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ 9 and to make everyone see what is 

the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 10 so that through the church the    

wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly     

places.” Ephesians 3:7-10 Epiphany is about revelation. God’s drawing of all people into a relationship 

grounded in love and forgiveness. Epiphany reminds us that the world is still in need of the light of Christ. 

Though God can work through power unimaginable to us, God has chosen to work through us to spread the 

good news of Jesus Christ. We are now part of the ongoing revelation of Jesus Christ. We are the ones who 

continue to proclaim the story to the world.    Epiphany is about revolution. Epiphany is being reminded of 

God’s power and joining the momentum of God’s kingdom that is already taking shape our world. The call 

from Jesus places us firmly in this world, empowering us to engage family, friends, neighbors, and strangers 

as we live out the good news. It’s a revolution of God’s benevolence that unites and gathers all people.  

Prayer 

God of revelation and revolution, draw us 

into power and make us ambassadors of your 

unfolding kin-dom. May your love and grace, 

embodied in the life, death, and resurrection 

of Jesus Christ, be revealed through us as we 

live out our calling as your people in this 

world. Amen.  

 
Pastor Travis Meier 

Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Nashville, TN 
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