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March 26, 2021 

 

The Honorable Brian Kemp,  

Governor of Georgia  

203 Capitol Pl SW 

Atlanta, GA 30334 

 

 

Governor Kemp, 

 

I write to you as a concerned citizen who lives in Atlanta, GA. But I am also writing to you as a 

person of faith who serves as the Bishop of the Southeastern Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (ELCA). This synod covers the territories of Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, 

and Tennessee.  

 

The ELCA states as part of its values around advocacy and voting: We are called to conversation 

and prayer around our role as U.S. residents and as people of faith in ensuring our election 

systems promote dignity and respect for all. We are called to act by speaking out as advocates 

and engaging in local efforts to guarantee the right to vote to all citizens. 

Signing on to this state’s passage of House Bill SB 202 does not help to guarantee the right for 

all citizens to vote. It sets us back decades in terms of aiding all persons for the fair, equitable, 

and accessible right to vote. It is tainted with white privilege and racism. You may ask why? 

Taking away accessibility in the voting process will and has shown to greatly affect, already 

marginalized communities, underserved populations, and persons of color. This type of bill and 

its passage only sets us back as a people, a society, and a nation. We are better than this and we 

owe it to one another to love our neighbor as ourselves. This does not help us love our neighbor. 

If anything, it only acknowledges the caste systems of racism, bigotry, and classism that still 

infect the blood of our nation. 

Governor, I prayerfully implore you and other elected officials to reconsider these actions and I 

ask that you do so; knowing that the civil rights of all persons is and should be core to our ethic 

of living out the call to love and live as Jesus commanded.  

 

Actively hoping for a fairer and more just world! 

 

 

+The Reverend Kevin L. Strickland, Bishop  


