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May 13, 2022 
 
 
 
The Southeastern Synod of the ELCA stands in solidarity with transgender youth. We especially pray for 
Alabama doctors, parents, caregivers, and transgender youth face criminalization for providing, seeking, 
or receiving gender-affirming medical care.  As Christians in the Lutheran tradition, we believe that 
everyone is created equally in the image of God, called to “do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly” 
with God and all our neighbors.1  
 
 
Youth who identify as LGBTQ+, particularly those who understand themselves as transgender, are at 
increased risk for mental health disorders. Last year, 60% of LGBTQ youth who wanted mental health 
care could not get it.2   More than half of transgender and nonbinary youth considered suicide in the past 
year; nearly 1 in 5 attempted it.3  Three-quarters of transgender and nonbinary youth experience anxiety, 
and 65% also experience depression.4  Last year, 93% of transgender and nonbinary youth reported being 
“worried about being denied access to gender-affirming medical care due to state or local laws”5—a 
concern that is likely to increase as laws like this are discussed in legislatures across the country. Nearly 
half of transgender and nonbinary youth report being threatened or physically harmed because of their 
gender identity.6 
 
 
We celebrate the beautiful diversity of God’s creation of life, especially human life. Our task is not to 
make distinctions among people but to build the beloved community together; thus, we affirm with the 
apostle Paul that “…there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”7  We are 
also “convinced…that [nothing] in all creation will separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.”8  
We support parents and doctors to determine and provide the best care for every young person. We help 
nurses, counselors, and teachers in their capacity as adults in whom transgender and nonbinary youth can 
place their trust; we are primarily concerned that this law and those like it criminalize those who would 
try to help. We will continue our work advocating for justice and equality for all people. 
 

 
1 Micah 6:8, NRSV 
2 “2022 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth Mental Health.” The Trevor Project: retrieved 5/10/2022 at 
https://2022survey.thetrevorproject.org/assets/static/trevor01_2022survey_final.pdf, page 4. 
3 “2022 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth Mental Health.” The Trevor Project: retrieved 5/10/2022 at 
https://2022survey.thetrevorproject.org/assets/static/trevor01_2022survey_final.pdf, page 6. 
4 “2022 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth Mental Health.” The Trevor Project: retrieved 5/10/2022 at 
https://2022survey.thetrevorproject.org/assets/static/trevor01_2022survey_final.pdf, page 9. 
5 “2022 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth Mental Health.” The Trevor Project: retrieved 5/10/2022 at 
https://2022survey.thetrevorproject.org/assets/static/trevor01_2022survey_final.pdf, page 14. 
6 “2022 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth Mental Health.” The Trevor Project: retrieved 5/10/2022 at 
https://2022survey.thetrevorproject.org/assets/static/trevor01_2022survey_final.pdf, page 16 
7 Galatians 3:28, NRSV 
8 Romans 8:38, NRSV 



 

 

We vehemently oppose the passage of this law and call on the lawmakers to instead empower those in a 
position to help the transgender youth of Alabama receive the care and consideration that Christ would 
extend. 
 
 

 
+The Reverend Kevin L. Strickland, Bishop  

And the Diversity and Justice Taskforce of the Southeastern Synod   
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Resources 
 
ELCA Social Statements and Messages 
 
Faith, Sexism, and Justice: A Call to Action (2019)  
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Faith_Sexism_Justice_Social_Statement_
Adopted.pdf?_ga=2.155056312.161633913.1652132293-428635574.1652132293  
 
Gender-based Violence (2015)  
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Gender_Based_Violence_SM.pdf?_ga=2.5
7130922.161633913.1652132293-428635574.1652132293  
 
Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust (2009)  
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/SexualitySS.pdf?_ga=2.241996162.161633
913.1652132293-428635574.1652132293  
 
Caring for Health: Our Shared Endeavor (2003)  
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/HealthSS.pdf?_ga=2.242143234.16163391
3.1652132293-428635574.1652132293   
 
The Church in Society:  A Lutheran Perspective (1991)  
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Church_SocietySS.pdf?_ga=2.250523910.
161633913.1652132293-428635574.1652132293  
 
 
Other Resources 
 
Magic City Acceptance Center (Birmingham, AL) https://www.magiccityacceptancecenter.org  
 
Reconciling Works, resources on sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression: 
https://www.reconcilingworks.org/resources/sogie/ 
 
ELCA Southeastern Synod Mental Health Resources and Referrals (site under construction): 
https://sites.google.com/view/ses-mentalhealth/home  
 
How Strategic and Authentic is Our Diversity:  A Call for Confession, Reflection and Healing Action 
(2019) 
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Strategy_Toward_Authentic_Diversity.pdf 
 
Future Directions 2025:  Goal 3 A Welcoming Church  https://elca.org/Future-Directions/Goal3 and Goal 
4 (visible church working for justice, peace, and reconciliation—goal 4 advocacy and action for 
economic, racial, gender, climate justice)  https://elca.org/Future-Directions/Goal4 

 

  


